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In the recent case of State v. Kelley, 783 S.E.2d 124, 125 (Ga. 2016), the Supreme Court of Georgia, Justice Hunstein, held that a trial court does not have the authority to accept a guilty plea to an uncharged, lesser included offense unless the State consents, and, where the State makes a timely and specific objection, it is authorized to withdraw its consent from a negotiated plea and demand a jury trial when it learns that the trial court doesn't intend to follow the sentencing recommendation.  The Court also notes at pg. 6 of the Opinion that the trial court is prohibited from participating in plea negotiations, and that the trial court also lacks the authority to dismiss a criminal charge over the State's objection where there is no legal basis for that dismissal, as any such decision impermissibly interferes with the State's right to prosecute. 

The Court, in its preamble stated:  “We granted certiorari in this criminal case to address whether, absent the consent of the State, a trial court has the authority to enter judgment and impose sentence on a guilty plea to an uncharged, lesser included offense, see Bostic v. State, 184 Ga.App. 509, 361 S.E.2d 872 (1987), and what authority, if any, the State has to withdraw its consent to a negotiated plea upon learning of the trial court's intention to reject the State's recommended sentence and impose a lighter one. See State v. Harper, 279 Ga.App. 620(2), 631 S.E.2d 820 (2006), overruled on other grounds by State v. King, 325 Ga.App. 445, 750 S.E.2d 756 (2013). We conclude that the trial court does not have the authority to accept a guilty plea to an uncharged, lesser included offense without the consent of the State, and that, where the State makes a timely and specific objection, it has the legal authority to withdraw its consent from a negotiated plea and demand a trial when it learns that the trial court does not intend to follow the sentencing recommendation. We therefore reverse the judgment of the Court of Appeals.”
I wanted to pass this along, as it is pertinent to our handling of cases involving negotiated pleas.  

